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We examine whether local long term care supply affects the length of time hip fracture or 
stroke hospital patients spend in hospital or whether the patients are discharged to their 
own home or a care home.   

We find no association between discharge destination and local long-term care beds supply 
or care home prices. We do, however, find evidence of bed blocking: hospital length of stay 
for hip fracture patients discharged to a care home is shorter in areas with more long-term 
care beds and lower prices. Length of stay is over 30% shorter in areas in the highest one 
fifth of care home beds supply compared to those in the lowest fifth. 

Full paper available at https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007%2Fs10754-017-9214-z
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